Social circumstances reports--a critical evaluation.
A retrospective analysis was taken of the content of 50 Social Circumstances Reports. On average only 25% of the information contained within reports described current social circumstances, the rest being devoted to information largely contained within the patient's psychiatric case notes and to the Mental Health Officer's own opinions on management. The structure of the reports mirrored the requirements of the Mental Welfare Commission rather than the needs of the Responsible Medical officer, indicating a need for further clarification of the role of the Mental Health Officer in the management of detained patients.